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B.O.K. Briefing 
 

Western Day 2000 
By Carol Studer 
 

The B.O.K Ranch celebrated 15 wonderful 
years on June 25th. The Kulchins graciously 
opened their home, where the program 
started, for the event.  We were blessed with 
a beautiful day and the presence of our guest 
of honor, the internationally known artist 
and designer, Laurel Burch.  She made a 
gorgeous design especially for this year’s 
Western Day.  Posters and T-shirts with the 
design are still available for sale. 

The fundraising aspect of the event was 
also a great success!  B.O.K. Ranch netted 
$14,000!  Thank you to everyone who 
contributed.  

  All four horses attended, and most of the 
students were there with their families.  
Twenty-three current volunteers attended 
not only to help out, but also to receive 
recognition and a Laurel Burch T-shirt in 
appreciation. 

Awards were given to Michelle Ferral and 
Laura Dennis who went the extra mile to 
deserve being named “Volunteers of the 
Year”. 

We hope to see you all there next year! ❤ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

New Faces at B.O.K. Ranch 
By Carol Studer 
 

Some of you may have noticed this spring 
and summer that there is a new instructor at 
B.O.K. Ranch.  It has bee a great pleasure to 
help train and bring aboard Nicole Miller.  
Nicole has been a wonderful addition to the 
program.  This summer she instructed two 
days a week on her own after doing one day 
a week solo in the second spring session.  It 
has been fun teaching with Nicole and 
having the students benefit from another 
instructor.  She wrote us a paragraph back in 
the spring which we now have room to 
publish. 

“After much help from Carol, and with the 
extra special help of Jennifer and Pilar (and 
of course the horses and all the volunteers), I 
passed my certification exam and now a 
North American Riding for the Handicapped 
Association registered instructor.  I have 
been volunteering at B.O.K. for a little over 
two years and am extremely happy and 
proud to have become a bigger part of the 
team.  I am the mother of adventuresome 
two-year-old, Alexander Miller, and most of 
my time is spent chasing him around.  He 
has taught me all about love and life and he 
is trying very hard to teach me patience.  
Prior to becoming a mom, I was an Industry 
analyst for the high tech industry and spent 
my days writing articles on Microsoft and 
many other equally boring topics.  From the 
first moment I started volunteering with 
B.O.K. I knew I wanted to somehow change 
my career and work with children and 
horses.   
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Thank You Donors! 

Thank you all for the opportunity to work 
with all of you at B.O.K.” 

Nicole’s help has enabled me to pursue my 
education.  I have gone into training with a 
level 4 Centered Riding instructor who 
specializes in dressage named Mary Fenton.  
I am taking riding lessons with Mary in 
Watsonville now three days a week.  My 
goals are to become a level 2 Centered 
Riding instructor as well as work toward my 
master level instructor status with NARHA. 

In order to continue my training I have 
stepped down from the Program Director 
position and will continue working at 
B.O.K. Ranch part-time.  Jamie Morris, our 
eight-year veteran Saturday volunteer, has 
taken on responsibilities in the office as a 
paid staff member.  She is getting us 
organized on our new computer and is 
learning to coordinate the volunteers. 
 

This fall will bring on another certified 
instructor named Regina Hagen.  Regina 
will be teaching lessons on Saturday 
morning and afternoon.  Regina has 
volunteered with Giant Steps therapeutic 
riding program and also worked as an 
instructor for a hippotherapy program in 
Petaluma.  She has an extensive horse 
background and is excited to join the B.O.K. 
Ranch.  Welcome Regina! 

Not only does B.O.K. Ranch have two 
new certified instructors, but we also have 
two volunteers who are in training to 
become assistant instructors.  Gabby will be 
working with Regina on Saturdays and 
Diane Phendler will be working with me on 
Thursdays.  I am looking forward to 
working with our fantastic new team of staff 
members.   

See you all in September! 

Laurel Burch 
Daniel Alexander 

Leland & Nell Kolb 
Sheri Byrne 

Heather Wilson Biagini 
Carolyn Deming 

Christopher & Bernadette 
Eaton 

Community Health Charities 
Kathleen Federighi 

Charles & Lois Crotty 
Hope Lutheran Church Women 

Stephen Tolchin 
Veronica Howard 

Mark & Sandra Ostrau 
Yvonne Low-Cox 

Wesley Cox 
Bruce & Pamela Boyle 

Carl & Ann Kistner 
Claude & Elizabeth Alexander 

Michael Nierenberg, M.D. 
Harold Bloodsworth 

Barbara Frugoli 
NFL Alumni, N. CA Chapter 

John Wm. Butterfield 

Karin, Ulrich & Xenia Rohlfs 
Tom Grasshoff 
Shannon Cadile 

Kirsten & Peter Lisner 
Edward Sargent 

Misty & Mark Braz 
Joan Barnes 

Jerry & Kim Hendrickson 
Judi Phell 

Ann Coppenbarger 
Judy Anderson Mullins 

Lisa and Eric DeVos 
Jay Cassell 

R.A. Easterly 
Kathleen Kalab 
Becky LeGette 
Jessica Disney 

Charles E. Marr 
Elizabeth Dejarnette 

Sydney Kulchin 
Michael & Silvia Martinelli 

David Hall 
Richard Salter 

Jeanette Hordyk 
Steven & Joyce Timpson 

Ray & Jeanette Lewis 
Arnold Waldstein 

Joe Caldwell 
Kari Hensel 

Kiwanis Club of Burlingame 
Rotary Club of San Carlos 

Kallis & Cohn 
See’s Candies 

Disneyland 
Peninsula Civic Light Opera 
Brewtown Tavern and Grill 
Paramount’s Great America 

The Gap 
Stanford Golf Course 

Connections for Design 
The Kid’s Company 

Delight 
Mary Beth Wold 

Woodside Vineyards 
Erica & Mark Grimstvedt 

San Francisco 49ers 
Sequoia Vet Hospital 
Restoration Hardware
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Photos 

Left Column, Top to Bottom: Zeke and Laura Dennis, Jr. Volunteer of the Year 2000; Carol Studer with 

Michelle Ferrall; Nicole Miller assisting Lindsay into the saddle; Michael Anthony, PJ, and Jamie Morris, 

our new Office Manager. 

Center Column, Top to Bottom: Nicky Reihl with her sheep hearding dog; The Redwood City Fire Dept. 

“Create a Smile” Foundation; Ann Kulchin and Laurel Burch;Andy Anderson with “Joy” and the ducks. 

Right Column, Top to Bottom: Michelle Ferrall, Volunteer of the Year 2000; Laurel signing her unique 

artwork design she made for B.O.K. Ranch; Dale Pryor – The front signer for the Hayfever Band.  The 

“Everythin is Gonna B.O.K. CD is still available, specially recorder for B.O.K. Ranch; Jr. Volunteers of 

the Year, Marisia Ybarra ’98, Laura Dennis ’00, Dave Calhoon ‘99 
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Attention Volunteers! 
We need volunteers for both of the fall sessions; 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday afternoons. 
Please call (650) 366-2265 if you can help! 

 
 
 

 
B.O.K. Ranch (650) 366-2265 
1815 Cordilleras Rd. 
Redwoody City, CA  94062 
www.trifox.com/aux/bokranch 
 

 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Calendar of Events 

 
Session I: Sept. 5 - Oct. 7 

 
Break: Oct. 8 - Oct. 16 

 
Session I: Sept. 5 - Oct. 7 

 
Horses to Pasture Dec. & Jan. 

 


